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Summer Events! 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
Sports Day 
Today we had a lovely sports day. Thank you for all your cheering. I would also like to thank the 
Friends of Parkgate Infants for organising both the refreshment stall and the raffle at the end of 
sports day.  
 
Next Tuesday we have the Nursery sports day and Mrs Cooper sent a letter earlier in the week 
with information about how this will work. Nursery children can wear sports clothes on this day.  
 
NEU Strike 
Please be aware that on Wednesday 5

th
 & Friday 7

th
 July the NEU have announced two days of 

teacher strikes. Please be aware that school is closed to all children on these days.   
 
Staffing September 
As we come closer to the end of term, we are able to plan for September and the exciting   
changes that September will bring. As part of this, we start preparing for our new classes and 
how they will be best supported. We are already busy, meeting to discuss transition and how we 
can support your children with upcoming changes; they will meet their new staff in the coming 
weeks.  
 
There is a current national shortage of teachers and teaching staff so I am very pleased to share 
that we are fully staffed for September. I do however need to share that after 8 years at Parkgate 
Infants it is time for Miss Annal to leave us to gain experience in school with Junior age children.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Over the last term we have been reviewing the leadership structure. We have chosen to move 
away from having a deputy headteacher to having two assistant headteachers. I am also very 
pleased to announce that Mrs McCarthy will be taking the role of Assistant Headteacher for           
Inclusion. We are currently recruiting for an Assistant Headteacher for Curriculum. Mrs Paton will 
be our Early Years Leader. 
 
I hope that you all have a lovely weekend.  
 
Mr Pritchard 
 

Class Teacher Teaching Assistants 

Ducklings Mrs Paton Mrs Butt  

Mrs Ross 

Mole Miss Lee Mrs Ryan 

Hedgehog Mrs Letchford/ Miss 
Upwood 

Mrs Hewitt 

Rabbit Mrs Cooper/ Mrs 
McCarthy 

Miss Geelan 

Squirrel Mrs Hussain Miss Hunt 
Fox Mr Howell Mrs Tredgold 

Badger Miss Johnson Mrs Jarvis 



Attendance 

Well done to Squirrel class who 
had this weeks best attendance! 

 

Stars of the Week 

 

   

 

 

To be announced on Monday 

Learning Awards 
 

 

 

To be announced on Monday 

 

Badger Class 87.2% 

Fox Class 81.7% 

Rabbit Class 92.7% 

Squirrel Class 95.1% 

Mole Class 85.2% 

Hedgehog Class 85.7% 

Happy Camps 

Hertfordshire County Council is once again funding 

HAPpy activity camps for children and young  

people who attend a Hertfordshire school and  

are in receipt of benefits-related free school 

meals.  

This summer, activities will be running in different 

venues across the county for children and young 

people aged between 5-16 years with those in  

receipt of benefits-related free school meals  

eligible for free, and all include a nutritious meal 

each day. 

Please find more information here: 

 https://sportinherts.org.uk/happy/booking/# 

https://sportinherts.org.uk/happy/booking/


 

 

 

 

Mon 3
rd 

July    Eid Mubarak Special Menu (copy attached) 

Tue 4
th
 July 9:00am   Hedgehog Class Assembly (in the hall) 

Wed 5
th
 July    Strike day (school closed for all children) 

Fri 7
th
 July     Strike day (school closed for all children) 

Tue 11
th
 July 9:00am   Mole Class Assembly (in the hall) 

Fri 14th July 9:00-10:00am Year 2 Play      

Fri 14
th
 July 4:00-5:30pm  Year 2 Leavers Assembly & disco 

Mon 17
th
 July    5-6.30pm Family Evening 

Thu 20
th
 July    Theme Day 

Fri 21
st
 July    1.15pm End of term 

Ashridge Estate trip for Reception (Wed 12
th

 July) 

A reminder to Reception parents/carers to book and pay for their Ashridge Estate trip. 
Our Arbor system is now open and will close on Friday 7

th
 July. 

If you need an Arbor log-in, please do not  hesitate to ask the school office. 

This week in Squirrel Class ... 

In Computing this week, we have been using the Scratch Jr program on iPads. We learnt how to 
change the background on our project as well as make them move in different ways, including 
moving left and right and even shrinking smaller and growing bigger. Here we are adding more 
than one character and adding different algorithms for them. 

 

 

 

 

 

This week in Parkgate Pirates ... 

This week, we have been talking to the children about their upcoming sports day and they took 
part in lots of fun activities, including making and designing their very own rosettes and  
cheerleading pom poms!  

 

 

 

 

 

 





Summer Library news 

We are delighted to announce Ready, Set, Read! - the Summer Reading Challenge 2023. 
 
The Summer Reading challenge is designed to keep children reading over the summer holidays. 
It is a fun, free activity that broadens reading horizons, improves mental well-being, encourages a 
healthy reading habit, and helps to maintain reading levels ready for the start of the next  
academic year. 
 
To complete the Summer Reading Challenge, a child reads six library books of their choice,  
returning to the library to share what they have been reading with staff and volunteers. Each  
participant receives a collector folder and is awarded stickers for every book they read. Children 
who complete the challenge are presented with a certificate, a medal and a special finishing gift. 
 
Ready, Set, Read! is presented by The Reading Agency in partnership with the Youth Sport 
Trust, and delivered by libraries across the UK. The 2023 sports and games theme aims to keep 
children's minds and bodies active. 
 
It is free for children to join the library and to take part in the Summer Reading Challenge. 
 
Ready, Set, Read! packs will be available in all 46 Hertfordshire libraries from Saturday 8 July. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 








