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Anything is Possible

Parkgate Nursery School

Dear Parents,
It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to Parkgate Infants and Nursery School.

We feel that there is something very special about being an infants school as we can
focus on children’s learning at the start of their journey. Our aim is that children's first
experience of school is a happy one in which they are enthusiastic to attend and develop
a love of learning.
I am privileged to lead a team of dedicated and hard working professionals who work
together to ensure children develop an ‘Anything is Possible’ mentality. We understand
how young children begin their learning journey and provide a safe, happy and caring
environment in which children can thrive. We will ensure that they have a wide range of
stimulating learning opportunities in which we develop curiosity.
Parkgate Infants and Nursery School is not only an open plan environment but we are
also open in the way we welcome you to the school community. We believe that
education is an active partnership between home and school and we aim to involve
parent/carers in all aspect of school life.
In November 2014 Parkgate Infants and Nursery school maintained its ‘good’ status. As a
school community we strongly believe that this school has the capacity to become an
outstanding school.
Yours sincerely,
Mr Gwyn Pritchard
Headteacher

Parkgate Infants and Nursery School
Mission Statement
and School Vision

Anything Is Possible
At Parkgate Infants and Nursery school we provide a caring, safe and secure
environment where children are able to develop and gain the skills to become happy,
healthy and independent individuals ready to take their place in a diverse community and
challenging world.

We want to ensure everyone achieves their very best through the following aims:


Providing an environment that is safe, happy and caring where children and staff
learn and work together.



Ensuring time is allocated for moral, cultural and spiritual development.



Providing equal opportunities for all our children.



Providing and monitoring a range of challenging experiences for each child’s
present stage of development.



Promoting responsible behaviour, self discipline, tolerance, good manners and
consideration towards the environment.



Developing confidence, self-esteem and independence.



Cultivating curiosity and providing a balanced and stimulating curriculum.



Recognising and valuing all achievement.



Enabling every child to achieve high standards in all areas of the curriculum.



Promote an active partnership between school, home and the wider community.

At Parkgate Infant and Nursery School we recognise, value and are proud of the
different backgrounds, cultures and abilities in our school community.
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Confidentiality Procedure
Equal Opportunities
At Parkgate we believe that every person is
equally important and that no-one has a
right to harass, insult or cause offence to
any other person for any reason.
Every child is a valued and respected
member of the school and has equal access
to the curriculum. We reject completely the
way that some people abuse others.
Golden Rules
These rules are displayed around the
school and are shared with children:



We think of other people’s feelings.



We take care of our school and
equipment.



We work hard and quietly and allow
others to do the same.



We are kind, gentle, polite and
honest.



We listen to others.



We keep ourselves and others
safe.

The school values its partnership with
parents in supporting children in every
way possible. We aim to keep parents
informed about all aspects of school life
that may affect their child. We hope that
parents feel able to discuss any issues
that may have an impact on their child’s
achievements or behaviour in school.
Any information given to us by a parent
is regarded as confidential and would
only be shared with the Headteacher. It
may be shared with staff on a need to
know basis. Written information given to
the school and entered on the database
is subject to data protection laws.
Safeguarding Children
The school works in partnership with
parents to support children in every way
possible. The school follows procedures
established by the Hertfordshire Child
Protection Team. Schools have a clear
responsibility to ensure that they work
together with other agencies to
safeguard and promote the welfare of all
children. As a result, if concerns are
raised within the school or a child or
parent reports a situation involving
possible abuse, we would not be able to
guarantee confidentiality, it would have
to be referred on to Children’s Services.
This is in line with Government and
Hertfordshire policy. All staff, governors
and parents have a DBS check and two
references before working with children
in school.

Parkgate Infants and Nursery School
Nursery Curriculum
The Foundation Stage follows the Early
Years Foundation Stage curriculum
focusing on the distinct needs of
children aged 3 to the end of the
reception year in primary school.
Foundation stage learning has seven
learning areas. These are:

Prime Areas

Personal, social and emotional

Communication and language

Physical development
Specific Areas

Literacy

Mathematics

Understanding the world

Expressive Art and Design
Each learning area has early learning
goals.
These set out the skills,
understanding,
knowledge
and
attitudes which it is hoped children will
reach or exceed by the end of the
Foundation Stage. Children will be at
different stages of progress towards
these goals depending on their age
and stage of development. Of course,
children are individual and not all will fit
into this typical pattern of progress.
Adults working at Parkgate understand
this and take this into account when
planning activities and experiences.
This period of life is really important
both in its own right but also in
preparing children for later learning.
From the age of three to five, children
grow, develop and learn rapidly.

Children aged three, four and five are
constantly encountering new experiences
which they try to understand. As they do so
they explore the world around them, ask
questions, extend their skills, develop their
confidence and build on what they already
know. Well planned play is central to
children’s learning in the Foundation Stage.
That way learning is both challenging and
fun.
The role of the adult is crucial in supporting
children’s learning through planned play
and extending and developing children’s
spontaneous play. Through this supported
play children can explore, develop and use
their curiosity and Imagination to help them
make sense of the world in a secure
environment. They practise skills, build up
ideas and concepts, think creatively and
imaginatively and communicate with others
as they investigate and solve problems.
At Parkgate we make use of the classroom
and Foundation Stage garden to provide a
wide range of activities related to all the
areas of development. An adult/child ratio
of 1 to 10 means time can be carefully
planned to ensure all children have
opportunities to work confidently on a range
of supported activities.
The plans recognise children’s different
interests and needs. Sometimes adults
plan activities to do with particular groups of
children based on their particular learning
needs and interests. Sometimes they plan
time and resources for children to initiate
and develop their own learning. Both are
important. Both provide opportunities for
children to learn to work together and share
resources and the attention of adults.
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Foundation Stage Curriculum
Although
the
Foundation
Stage
curriculum is organised into seven
areas of learning, one experience may
help
develop
a
number
of
competences, skills and concepts
across several of these areas. For
example, in hospital role-play social,
physical, language and literacy skills
can be developed. This role-play also
gives children the opportunity to learn
more about different people in the
world around them and be prepared for
new experiences. Staff will ensure that
every child engages in a wide enough
range of activities so that all six areas
of learning are covered within their time
in the foundation stage.
Where parents and early year’s
settings work closely together children
do better. Parents are their children’s
first and enduring educators and
understand their children better than
anyone else. By sharing information
about
their
children’s
interests,
strengths and needs parents help the
adults who work with them to plan
experiences and activities that will
capture their interests and fire their
imagination and enthusiasm. This
helps children to make good progress
in their learning. By talking about what
they plan to do and sharing their
observations of children with their
parents, the adults who work with them
can help parents better to build on this
at home in ways that are fun.
At Parkgate we provide formal and
informal consultations, written reports,
information sheets and have a parent’s
notice board in order for you to gain a
clear understanding of the education
being provided for your child and how
you can help to assist with their
Progress.

Talking about what they plan to do and
sharing their observations of children with
their parents, the adults who work with
them can help to assist with their progress.
order for you to gain a clear understanding
of the education being provided for your
child and how you can help to assist with
their Progress. Talking about what they
plan to do and sharing their observations of
children with their parents, the adults who
work with them can help to assist with their
progress.
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Important Information
Session Times
9am—12pm Monday to Friday
Health
After any illness, please ensure that your
child is fully recovered before returning to
Nursery. After a bout of sickness, we ask
parents to keep their child at home for 48
hours to ensure that they are not
contagious and infect other children and
staff. As you know young children are
very tactile and infections can spread
quickly.
Please advise a member of staff if your
child catches any contagious disease,
especially German measles, as this can
have serious implications for any
pregnant mothers who come into contact
with the disease. It would also be very
helpful if you could advise us of any
medical history, e.g. allergies, speech
problems, operations etc
Toys
Please do not allow your child to bring
toys into Nursery as this can cause a
lot of upset if they get lost or broken.
Snack Time and Cooking
All children are offered a piece of fruit or
vegetable at snack time with either milk or
water and they often take turns to cook.
If, for any reason, your child is unable to
eat certain foods please ensure that this
is written on their
permission form.
Library
When children start school they will be
provided with a blue library bag. Each
week the children will have the
opportunity to go to the library bus. The
library is managed by our library
assistant and books are updated in a
regular basis. There is a small charge if
children loose their library books.

Complaints


If you have a question, concern or
complaint then your child’s class
teacher is your first point of contact,
unless it’s an urgent matter, after
school is the best time to chat to
your child’s teacher as they are
generally busy with the children at
the beginning of the day.



If after talking to your child’s class
teacher and you feel you need
further support, you are welcome to
book an appointment to see the
Headteacher at the school office.
Our Headteacher is regularly in the
playground in the morning to talk to
parents.



If parents are still unhappy then
they should contact the Chair of the
Governing Body.

Information
Statutory documents, curriculum and
policy documents are available for
parents to read at the school by
arrangement with the Office. Many
documents can be found on the school
website.
Our website can be found at:
www.parkgateinfants.herts.sch.uk
The school website is updated regularly
and contains lots of useful information
about schools polices and procedures as
well as information about our curriculum
for each year group.
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At Parkgate we provide formal and informal consultations, written reports, information
sheets and have a parent’s notice board in order for you to gain a clear understanding of
the education being provided for your child and how you can help to assist with their
progress.
Parents Rota
If parents would like to come and join in Nursery activities e.g. telling stories, helping with
puzzles, games etc, we would greatly appreciate your help. You may have a particular
skill or interest that you would like to share with the children e.g. gardening, cooking,
music, computer skills etc. These would be most welcome!
The law requires that all helpers must complete a Criminal Disclosure and provide 2
references before being allowed to work with the children. If you wish to help please
contact the school office.

Parentmail
Most letters and newsletters are shared with parents using Parentmail. Parentmail uses
email and text messages to send messages to parents. Please ensure that you inform
the office of any changes to your email address.
School Closure
In the event of a school closure e.g. severe weather, you will be notified by our
notification system; Everbridge. Everbridge will send you a e-mail and text message to
notify you of closure. You must register with Everbridge to receive notification of school
closure. The Everbridge website can be found at https://member.everbridge.net/
index/892807736725489#/login
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Uniform
We feel it is important that children are dressed suitably and have as little difficulty as
possible in dressing and undressing. Uniform is a practical way of dressing and helps to
create a feeling of “belonging” within the Nursery. Children should wear the school pale
blue polo shirt and sweatshirt with logo, grey skirts/trousers.
Sweatshirts and polo shirts with the school logo are available from our uniform suppliers:
Maypac.

The children are provided with aprons for messy activities such as craft, cooking and
water play, but occasionally mishaps occur. For your child’s safety and comfort please
note the following:



When choosing new shoes please ensure that your child can take off and put on by
themselves. We do not expect young children to manage laces and buckles, but we
do have movement lessons in the hall which requires the children to remove their
shoes and socks and put them on after the session.
Children are not allowed to wear open toed sandals or jelly shoes. Children
should have a pair of wellies in school.



No heeled shoes please.



The children have an opportunity to play outside most days. Even on warm days,
the weather can suddenly change, so we ask that children bring a coat or warm
jacket with them to Nursery each day.



For Health and Safety reasons, no jewellery or badges may be worn at
Nursery. Please ensure that all hair fastenings are soft - no hard plastic Alice
bands.
Please label every article of clothing clearly with your child’s name.

