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Dear Parents,
Its gives me great pleasure to welcome you to Parkgate Infants and Nursery School.

We feel that there is something very special about being an infants school as we can
focus on children’s learning at the start of their learning journey. Our aim is that children’s
first experience of school is a happy one in which they are enthusiastic to attend and
develop a love of learning.
I am privileged to lead a team of dedicated and hard working professionals who work
together to ensure children develop an ‘Anything is Possible’ mentality. We understand
how young children begin their learning journey and provide a safe, happy and caring
environment in which children can thrive. We will ensure that your child has a wide range
of stimulating learning opportunities to develop their curiosity.
Parkgate Infants School is not only an open plan environment but we are also open in the
way we welcome you to the school community. We believe that education is an active
partnership between home and school and we aim to involve parents/carers in all aspect
of school life.
In November 2014 Parkgate Infants and Nursery school maintained its ‘good’ status. As a
school community we strongly believe that this school has the capacity to become an
outstanding school.
Yours sincerely
Mr Gwyn Pritchard
Headteacher

Parkgate Infants and Nursery School
About Our School

Parkgate Infants and Nursery school is a
community school for children aged from
three to seven years old. There are 180
places available in the school and 30 part
-time places in the Nursery.
Each school year group has:
1 Nursery Class
2 Reception Classes
2 Year 1 Classes
2 Year 2 Classes
The teaching time available is 25 hours,
which includes school assemblies,
playtime and registration. Children are
taught in chronological age bands.

Class Teachers work together with additional
staff, providing the children with both
individual and small group teaching. It is part
of our policy that children know and relate to
as many members of staff as possible.
The building consists of three light semi
open-plan areas with an adjoining Nursery
unit. The site is a pleasant one with a
well-equipped foundation stage garden, a
playground, good sized grass field and a
quiet area with seating. The school has a
library bus that houses our lending and
reference library.
School Times
Morning session 8.55am-12.00 noon
Afternoon session 1.00pm-3.00 pm
Nursery 9.00am-12.00pm

Parkgate Infants and Nursery School
Mission Statement
and School Vision

Anything Is Possible
At Parkgate Infants and Nursery school we provide a caring, safe and secure
environment where children are able to develop and gain the skills to become happy,
healthy and independent individuals ready to take their place in a diverse community and
challenging world.

We want to ensure everyone achieves their very best through the following aims:


Providing an environment that is safe, happy and caring where children and staff
learn and work together.



Ensuring time is allocated for moral, cultural and spiritual development.



Providing equal opportunities for all our children.



Providing and monitoring a range of challenging experiences for each child’s
present stage of development.



Promoting responsible behaviour, self discipline, tolerance, good manners and
consideration towards the environment.



Developing confidence, self-esteem and independence.



Cultivating curiosity and providing a balanced and stimulating curriculum.



Recognising and valuing all achievement.



Enabling every child to achieve high standards in all areas of the curriculum.



Promote an active partnership between school, home and the wider community.

At Parkgate Infant and Nursery School we recognise, value and are proud of the
different backgrounds, cultures and abilities in our school community.
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Golden Rules
These rules are displayed around the
school and are shared with children. We
do expect parents to support
and
reinforce these:







We think of other people’s feelings.
We take care of our school and
equipment.
We work hard and quietly and allow
others to do the same.
We are kind, gentle, polite and
honest.

We listen to others.
We keep ourselves and others

Confidentiality Procedure
The school values its partnership with
parents in supporting children in every
way possible. We aim to keep parents
informed about all aspects of school life
that may affect their child. We hope that
parents feel able to discuss any issues
that may have an impact on their child’s
achievements or behaviour in school. Any
information given to us by a parent is
regarded as confidential and would only
be shared with the Headteacher. It may
be shared with staff on a need to know
basis. Written information given to the
school and entered on the database is
subject to data protection laws.

Equal Opportunities
At Parkgate we believe that every person
is equally important and that no-one has
a right to harass, insult or cause offence
to any other person for any reason.
Every child is a valued and respected
member of the school and has equal
access to the curriculum.
Collective Worship
There is a broadly Christian act of
collective worship each day, this takes
into consideration the age, aptitude and
family background of the children, a
short period of personal reflection is also
included.

Assembly is at 10.15 every day. Parents
have the right of withdrawal. Once a term
each class has a sharing assembly to
which their parents are welcome.

Safeguarding Children
The school works in partnership with
parents to support children in every way
possible. The school follows procedures
established
by
the
Hertfordshire
safeguarding children board. Schools
have a clear responsibility to ensure that
they work together with other agencies to
safeguard and promote the welfare of all
children.
As a result, if concerns are raised within
the school or a child or parent reports a
situation involving possible abuse, we
would not be able to guarantee
confidentiality, it would have to be
referred on to Children’s Services. This is
in line with Government and Hertfordshire
policy. All staff, governors and parents
have a DBS check and two references
before working with children in school.
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Important Information
Governors
The Governing Body work with the
Headteacher and his staff to ensure that
it makes the right decisions for the school
and the children. The Governing Body is
responsible for:




The strategic direction of the school
Accountability to all stakeholders
Support and Challenge (critical
friend)

The Governing Body is made up of
members of staff, parents, LEA
appointees and members of the local
community. The Governing Body meets
every half term. Within the Governing
Body there are various sub committees
that monitor areas such as finance, and
the curriculum taught.
Each governor is linked to different
aspects of the school to develop their
understanding of the work that goes on
within the school. Through these links
and visits to the school they are able to
get an understanding of the activities
taking place at Parkgate Infants and
Nursery School.

Sex & Relationships Education
Sex Relationship Education is part of the
Science and PSHE curriculum. At Infant
level there is no formal instruction or
imposed learning. The concept of birth and
new life is dealt with as part of the general
education of children through projects,
stories, discussions, observation and
role-play. Questions are answered
factually as they arise. Links with family
and home life are an integral part of the
programme.
Special Educational Needs
At some time during your child's time at
school they may be in need of extra
support. If after classroom support has
been implemented concerns continue we
may need to involve outside agencies. We
also have a Governor with special
responsibility for Special Educational
Needs. We have a register of children we
are concerned about and who may in the
future require additional support. Parents
of children who are on the register will be
informed. A copy of our school offer, which
includes information about what may be
offered to children who are struggling, is
available on the school website.

Behaviour
We aim to help children develop a pattern
of responsible behaviour leading to
self-discipline. Children are expected to
treat each other and adults with respect,
care and courtesy. When unsociable
behaviour persists, parents will then be
involved in discussions about possible
reasons and any actions that the school
feels are appropriate. Parkgate Infants
expects that parents give their full support
in dealing with their child’s behaviour. We
have behaviour and bullying policies which
are available to view in the school office or
on the school website.

Parkgate Infants and Nursery School
Foundation Stage Curriculum
At Parkgate Infants and Nursery our
children in Nursery and Reception
classes follow the Foundation Stage
Curriculum. The Foundation Stage
Curriculum has seven areas of
learning. These are:
Prime Areas

Personal, Social and Emotional

Communication and Language

Physical Development
Specific Areas

Literacy

Mathematics

Understanding the World

Expressive Art and Design
Each learning area has early learning
goals. These set out the skills,
understanding, knowledge and attitudes
which it is hoped children will reach or
exceed by the end of the Foundation
Stage. Children will be at different
stages of progress towards these goals
depending on their age and stage of
development.
Of course, children are individuals and
not all will fit into this typical pattern of
progress. Adults working at Parkgate
Infants and Nursery School understand
this and take this into account when
planning activities and experiences.

This period of life is really important both
in its own right but also in preparing
children for later learning. From the age
of three to five, children grow, develop
and learn rapidly. Most children go
through the same stages but each child
is different. They choose their friends
and develop their own preferred ways of
learning.

Children aged three, four and five are
constantly encountering new experiences
which they try to understand. As they do
so they explore the world around them,
ask questions, extend their skills, develop
their confidence and build on what they
already know.
Well planned play is central to children’s
learning in the Foundation Stage. That
way learning is both challenging and fun.
The role of the adult is crucial in
supporting children’s learning through
planned play and extending and
developing children’s spontaneous play.
Through this supported play children can
explore, develop and use their curiosity
and imagination to help them make sense
of the world in a secure environment.
They practise skills, build up ideas and
concepts, think creatively and
imaginatively and communicate with
others as they investigate and solve
problems.
At Parkgate we make use of the
classroom and Foundation Stage garden
to provide a wide range of activities
related to all the areas of development.
An adult/child ratio of 1 to 15 means time
can be carefully planned to ensure all
children have opportunities to work
confidently on a range of supported
activities.
Planned activities recognise children’s
different interests and needs. Sometimes
adults plan activities to do with particular
groups of children based on their
particular learning needs and interests.
Sometimes they plan time and resources
for children to initiate and develop their
own learning.
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Foundation Stage Curriculum

Although the Foundation Stage curriculum
is organised into seven areas of learning,
one experience may help develop a
number of competencies, skills and
concepts across several of these areas.
Staff will ensure that every child engages
in a wide enough range of activities so
that all six areas of learning are covered
within their time in the foundation stage.
Where parents and early year’s settings
work closely together children do better.
Parents are their children’s first and most
enduring educators and understand their
children better than anyone else. By
sharing information about their children’s
interests, strengths and needs parents
help the adults who work with them to
plan experiences and activities that will
capture their interests and fire their
imagination and enthusiasm. This helps
children to make good progress in their
learning. By talking about what they plan
to do and sharing their observations of
children with their parents, the adults who
work with them can help parents better to
build on this at home in ways that are fun.
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Key Stage 1 Curriculum
Children in Year 1 and 2 at Parkgate Infants and Nursery School follow the Key Stage 1
section of the National Curriculum. The National Curriculum states that children shall be
taught the core subjects of Maths, English, Computing and Science and the Foundation
Subjects of History, Geography, Design and Technology, Music, Art and Physical
Education. All subjects are taught either as separate lessons or linked to a termly topic.
Religious Education is taught in accordance with the LEA Agreed Syllabus. This syllabus
is designed to provide an understanding of Christianity and other world religions.

We believe that attitudes to work are as important as the basic skills taught. Outside
speakers from the community e.g. Police, Fireman, Church etc often visit school and talk
with the children. Our aim is that children should leave Parkgate with creative and
enquiring minds and the ability to persevere in any task they undertake, so that they are
able to make steady and continual progress at their own level.
English
The curriculum for English is made up of the following areas:

Speaking and Listening- Children are given many opportunities for speaking and
listening including discussion and role play.

Reading- reading is taught using a variety of methods including systematic synthetic
phonics, guided reading and individual reading. Children are given the opportunity to
develop skills to ensure they read with fluency and understanding. The school uses
the Oxford Reading Tree as a core scheme.

Writing- writing is made up of spelling, handwriting and composition. The children
are provided with opportunities to write for a wide range of audiences and purposes.
Maths
Within Key Stage 1 we aim for our pupils to develop confidence and accuracy when
working with numbers (using the four operations addition, subtraction, multiplication and
division). Children also develop their ability to understand and relate their work on shape,
space and measures to problem solving tasks.
Science
Children learn about plants, animals, living things and their habitats and seasonal
changes. They are encouraged to work “scientifically” and gain an awareness of fair
testing.
Computing
Our computing Scheme of work ensures progression in the development of computing
skills. Our children have access to laptops, iPads, interactive white boards and
programmable robots.
RE
We follow the Hertfordshire agreed syllabus for religious education. The children learn to
value themselves as individuals and the members of the school community. They learn
about many festivals including: Christmas, Easter, Chanukah, Diwali, EID and the
Buddha’s birthday.
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History—Children are given opportunities to investigate and interpret the past,
understand chronology and the effects the past has on the present day.
Geography—Children investigate places and patterns and using geographical
vocabulary make comparisons about local, national and world environments.
Art—Children are given opportunities to develop a large range of art and design
techniques using colour, pattern, texture, line and space. They look at the work of
historical and modern artists and designers.
Design and Technology—Through planning, making and evaluating the children
develop an understanding of the process of constructing a product for a specific
purpose.
Music
Children learn about different musical elements through singing a range of songs from
different cultures. They play tuned and untuned percussion instruments and in Year 2
learn to play the recorder. They listen to a range of good quality live and recorded
music.
PE
Children learn skills in order to participate, compete and lead a healthy lifestyle. All
children take part in games, gymnastics and dance lessons. The school uses specialist
staff to deliver games and dance sessions.
Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural
Children learn about British Values and develop skills to help them work with other and
understand different view points.
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Important Information
Admissions

After School Clubs

We follow the agreed HCC admission
policy.

We have close links with the Little
Rascals Out of School club who provide
breakfast and after school care. They run
a breakfast and after school club on site.

Attendance
Please telephone the school office by
10am, if your child is absent from school.
A copy of the attendance policy is
attached. The Department for Education
identifies good attendance as above 96%
and children whose attendance is below
90% are classified as persistently absent.
Term time holidays are never sanctioned
by the school. Research shows that term
time holidays can have a significant impact
on children's learning. If you are planning
a term time absence please collect a
request form from the office.
Health
After an illness, please make sure that
your child is fit to return to school. If a child
is sick in school or on the previous evening
we require you to keep them off school for
48 hours, this is to ensure that they are
completely well and reduce the risk of
passing on any infections. Medicines
other than life dependent medicines
cannot be administered in school by staff.
If your child is on medication you are
welcome to make an arrangement to give
medicine to your own child.
Parents of a child with an on-going
medical condition should discuss the
condition with the Headteacher in order for
appropriate measures to be implemented if
necessary. A Health Visitor will visit to
carry out a medical examination during
Reception. There will be routine eye,
height and weight checks also a dental
inspection by Health Authority staff.
Please check your child’s head every
week for head lice.

Game On provide various after school
clubs throughout the year.

Library
When children start school they will be
provided with a blue library bag. Each
week the children will have the
opportunity to go to the library bus. The
library is managed by our library
assistant and books are updated in a
regular basis. There is a small charge if
children loose their library books.
Book Bags
Children will need a book bag which must
be purchased from the school office. This
book bag will need to be in school every
day.
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Important Information
School Dinners
Free School meals are available to all
children. There is a choice of meat or non
-meat hot meal, meat or non-meat school
packed lunch or alternatively children are
able to bring in their own packed lunch
from home. If a packed lunch is brought
into school- a chocolate biscuit is allowed
but no sweets please.

Birthdays
When it is your child’s birthday you are
welcome to come into school for
“Birthday Claps”. You will need to speak
to your child’s teacher to arrange a
mutually convenient day when you can
come into the classroom at 2.45pm.
Please bring 2 cards and a present to
share with the class.

Children will choose their lunch choice on
a daily basis. Water is provided so please
do not send in flasks, cans or cartons of
drink.

Please do not send sweets into school
on any occasion (i.e. Birthdays) or
after holidays.

Pupils with a medically diagnosed dietary
need should inform the school in advance
(Allergen information is available on
request). During the dinner period Midday
Assistants supervise the children.
Milk/Snack
Milk is available for children to drink
mid-morning and must be paid for termly
in advance. Children receive free milk
until the term they turn five. Children will
be given a piece of fruit or vegetable to
eat at playtime as part of the government
healthy eating scheme.
Water
All children are encouraged to drink water
during the day. This hydrates the brain
and helps them to concentrate. Water
bottles must be purchased from the office
and should be in the child’s team colours.
These must only be filled with water and
taken home daily to be cleaned. There
are also water fountains in the school.
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Cars
For safety reasons cars must not enter the school grounds to deposit or collect children,
even on rainy days. Please do not park over the local residents driveways or park on any
yellow lines when dropping off or picking your child up from school. It is important that
children learn how to use roads safely.

Gates
We ask all parents to ensure that all gates leading to the playground are kept closed.
Dogs
Please do not bring dogs onto the school premises. This includes the drive as well as the
playground. Kindly do not leave dogs chained to the school gates.
Footpath
Please insist that your child uses the footpath and not the drive, when entering and
leaving the school grounds. The footpath is designed for their safety and children must
never think that they can use the drive.
Walls
The walls surrounding the flower beds are an obvious source of danger and young
children must not use them for climbing purposes.
Picking up and dropping off
If your child is going home with another child, please inform us. In the morning please
remain with your child in the playground until the children are let into school. This will
help ensure their security and safety.
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School Information
Statutory documents, curriculum and policy
documents are available for parents to
read at the school by arrangement with the
Office. Many documents can be found on
the school website.
Our website can be found at:
www.parkgateinfants.herts.sch.uk
The school website is updated regularly
and contains lots of useful information
about the schools polices and procedures
as well as information about our
curriculum for each year group.
Weekly Bulletin
We email our weekly Bulletin each
Monday. The bulletin will remind you
about forthcoming school events and
activities. You can find our bulletins on our
website and displayed on the classroom
windows.
Parentmail
Most letters and newsletters are shared
with parents using Parentmail. Parentmail
uses email and text messages to send
messages to parents. Please ensure that
you inform the office of any changes to
your email address.
School Closure
In the event of a school closure e.g.
severe weather, you will be notified by our
notification system; Everbridge. Everbridge
will send you a e-mail and text message to
notify you of closure. You must register
with Everbridge to receive notification of
school closure. The Everbridge website
can be found at https://
member.everbridge.net/
index/89280773625489#/login

Complaints

If you have a question, concern or
complaint then your child’s class
teacher is your first point of contact,
unless it’s an urgent matter, after
school is the best time to chat to your
child’s teacher as they are generally
busy with the children at the beginning
of the day.

If after talking to your child’s class
teacher and you feel you need further
support, you are welcome to book an
appointment to see the Headteacher at
the school office. Our Headteacher is
regularly in the playground in the
morning to talk to parents.

If parents are still unhappy then they
should contact the Chair of the
Governing Body.
Parent Meetings
Parents are invited to come into school to
look at their children’s work every Monday
afternoon between 3pm and 3.15pm.
There is a consultation every term with your
child’s class teacher. Regular information is
provided to explain the curriculum. A written
annual report for each child is provided at
the parent’s consultation in the summer
term.
We regularly hold open mornings for parents
to work alongside their child. In the summer
term we hold a family afternoon for children
to show parents and carers their work.

Parental Help
We welcome parental help in school.
Parents take part in a number of school
activities including using the computer,
cooking, sewing and library, as well as
helping to organise fund raising events. A
DBS check must be completed before
helping in school along side parents
providing two references. Please enquire in
the school office if you wish to help.
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Uniform

Uniform is a practical way of dressing children and helps to create a feeling of “belonging”
within the school.
Children will need the following uniform:
Essential Items that need to be purchased from Mapac; the school supplier:


Reading Folder



P.E. Bag with black slip-on plimsolls, navy blue ‘short style’ plain shorts (with
no logo) and P.E. shirt in team colour (Blue/Green/Red/Yellow)



Baseball Cap (Burgundy)

Water Bottle in team colours (Blue/Green/Red/Yellow) can be purchased from the
school office.
GIRLS
Winter Wear
Grey pinafore dress/skirt or grey
trousers
Blue polo shirt.
Maroon sweatshirt, cardigan or
jumper.
Grey/Maroon tights or socks (no
leggings).
Summer Wear
Blue checked summer dresses of a
simple design.
White socks.

BOYS
Winter Wear
Grey trousers
Blue polo shirt.
Maroon sweatshirt or jumper.
Grey socks.
Summer Wear
Grey shorts
Blue polo shirt.
Grey socks

Shoes should be in a supportive style suitable for a working day in school, including
sessions in the playground. Before buying lace-ups check that children are able to fasten
them. If you send your child into school in wellington boots please do not also send in
their school shoes as they will change into their plimsolls when indoors. No trainers. Jelly
sandals are unsuitable in the summer.
Reception and Nursery aged children must have a pair of wellies that remain in school.
Jewellery:-For Health & Safety reasons, no jewellery/badges including earrings should
be worn for school. Please ensure that all hair fastenings are soft and of a simple design
and in the colour of blue or black. No flowers please.

